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About Save poor Children in Asia Organisation (S.C.A.O.)

S.C.A.O. received its first license from the United Nations in 1993 and its second registered
license from the Cambodian Authorities on October 27, 20Uifh the generous contributions and
donations from various volunteers from around the world, S.C.A.O. was built and officially opened
on December 5th, 2007. Since its creation, S.C.A.O. has evolved into a wonderful environment where
children and volunteersan feel at home, learn, play and prosper.

Mr. Sath Sameth and his wife are ambitious in their vision for S.C.A.O. and the
disadvantaged children of Cambodia. Mr. Sameth grew up in Svay Kon Keo Commune (Takeo
Province, Cambodia). When he was young, thené& Rouge killed his father, leaving him, his three
sisters and four brothers to live in poverty. He left his home at the age of twelve to go to Phnom
Penh where he lived in a Buddhist monastery for nine years. He then studied Forestry and
Journalism at bm Kadon University. Mr. Sameth also worked for the government Forestry
Department where he travelled to 24 Provinces learning and advocating sustainable forestry
methods.
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up a centre where children are cared for, loved, and receive an education. S.C.A.O. gives children the
opportunity to live with the Sameth Family, escape from poverty and isolation and be in an
environment where education is accessible. These d@ldire taught valuable skills that will help
them become independent and sealfistainable, as well as giving them the opportunity to have a
brighter and more prosperous future.

Since opening in 2007, S.C.A.O. has expanded and developed as an orgar8satdno.
now operates two schools as well as computer classes and a newly developed hairdressing program
within the schools.

S.C.A.O. | is located near the S.C.A.O. Centre in Russy Keo, 6km north of the capital Phnom
Penh. This school now provides freegish and computer classes to over 350 students from the
surrounding area.

S.C.A.O. Il was opened in August 2011 in the small rural village of Som Roung, about 18km
north of Phnom Penh. Som Roung has an estimated population of 550 people. The livelihtheds o
people of Som Roung comes from working on the rice fields, running small grocery shops out of their
home or from working in garment factories. Over 230 students attend S.C.A.O. Il where they receive
free English and computer classes, as well agudests who are now enrolled in the Hairdressing
project.

Please visit our new websit@vw.savepoorchildreninasia.ofgr more information.



http://www.savepoorchildreninasia.org/

Our Mission, Vision and Philosophy
Our Missiong

To fightpoverty by supporting children on their way to education, social integration and self
responsible citizenship

Our Visiong

To enable the disadvantaged to help themselves in a sustainable way. We believe that
education is the very foundation for this godlherefore, all children must have the opportunity to
receive an adequate education and to learn a vocational skill of choice. The integration into society
and the labour market is the last step to independence and responsible citizenship supported by
S.CA.O.

Our Philosophyg
The most efficient ways to fight poverty are to share, to educate and to work together.

Additional goals are to:

uBuild branches of S.C.A.O. throughout the country

uDevelop vocational training schools for disadvaethghildren liing both at the Centre, Som
Roung Village and in surrounding areas.

uReach out to the community through educational awareness campaigns

uBuilding bridges among the advantage and the disadvantaged communities in Cambodia, Asia and
the World.
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Dear All,

The year2012 at the Save poor Children in Asia Organisation was a great year for us. We
achieved a lot of our goals that we set out for ourselves in 2011. This year S.C.A.O. turned 5 years old
on the 8" of December. We celebrated this achievement witretebration party in the New School.

The monks from the local pagoda came to the school to offer blessings and good luck for the year
ahead.

We had great achievements in setting up new projects such as the computer classes in both
schools and the hairdremg project in the New School. We also saw our attendance levels rise in
both of our schools. As well we celebrated Christmas time with all the volunteers, the children and
some of the close friends of S.C.A.O.

Every second week we meet together with t8eC.A.O. board and the volunteers to talk
about how we can improve as an organisation. | would like to thank all the volunteers who came to
help the children of Cambodia in 2012. Each volunteer brings something special to S.C.A.O. and if it
was not for tteir time and dedication S.C.A.O. would not be what it is today. It is because of these
volunteers that the children of Cambodia are able to learn English, use a computer and gain
hairdressing skills through S.C.A.O. for free.

I would like to take this tim to thank all the donors of S.C.A.O. for all their contributions, big
and small. If it was not for your help we at S.C.A.O. would not be able to run all the projects that we
have today. | hope that you continue to support us in the future and togethecavegrow to help
more children that need it the most.

o

! Signature: ﬂ

J
1 A Mr$ath Samith (Director of 5.C.A.0.)




Dear All,

This first annual report of S.C.A.O. reflects the
efficiency of this organization and its projects in education,
community service and child care. It also stands symbolically
for its driving force, the world wide volunteer community.
The report was initiated, written, edited and published by
volunteers. On that note, in the name of all S.C.A.O. children
and the family Sameth | would like to express not only our
gratitude but our admiratia to all volunteers who have
contributed to the report, in particular to Peter Downey
sent as the volunteer development officer by the supporting
organization SCOOP from Ireland and Juliusckkl, sent as the volunteer coordinator by the
German Red Crosisrough the German supporting organization Kinderhilfe in Kambodscha,e. V.
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essential positive side effect: Capacity Building. The childréh@fA.Oand essentiallytte children
who are heavily involved in the operations of S.C.A.O. as teachers, teacher assistants, as well as in
other functions are learning 21st century skills that are barely taught at any education institution.
The same applies for the volunteers jioig S.C.A.O. from any part of the world. Besides learning
skills in teaching, mentoring, and child care, volunteers and S.C.A.O. adolescents become culturally
sensitive, they learn the practical application of tolerance, coedgiral communication and v to
delete mankind created borders mentally.

They all become GLOBAL CITIZENS!

Daring an outlook into the upoming 2 to 5 years, S.C.A.O. will take a step that is often
missed by charity organizations. It will withdraw from projects which mission is ebteplThe
social composition of the population around tkentre and the first school of S.C.A.O. has changed
so drastically that S.C.A.O. must consider to close down the free education projects in this area or to
convert the first school into a social bness which could ecbnance the opening of another
education Centre in a region where exists an urgent need for a free education and community
Centre. | hope that such step would gain all necessary hgrky supporting organizations, donors
and voluntees.

My final note shall be dedicated tg
Mr. Sameth who has grown with the
organization and whose passionat
leadership and vision has led him to ruje
this organization in an extremely difficul
political environment, going agains
personal shortcomings withut always |
asking: What is in for me? Aw Khun Bong!"

Andre




Governing Body of Save poor Children in Asia Organisation
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Country Profile - Cambodia

WORLD MAP

Cambodia
Phnom Penh

Country-
Capitl -
Currency-
Surface area
Population-
Religion(s)

181,035 km/sq
14,305,183
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The population is largely Buddhisvith a small Muslim minont

(around 2.5%). There is also a small Christian community.
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and chaos has resulted in a difficult life for the
most vulnerable members of society, the
children.

Children are especially vulnerable in
any country, but in Cambodia they are the

tragic and innocent victims of the2edzy (i NB Q &

recent dramatic history and the uneven
development of a new economy, political
system and capacities to respond to basic
human needs.
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education was dealt a severe setback, and the
great strides made in literacy ard education
during the two decades following
independence were obliterated
systematically.

It was at the hands of the Khmer
Rouge that schools were closed, and educated
people and teachers were subjected to
suspicion and harsh treatment and at the
wordgt, execution. It is estimated that at the
beginning of the 1970s there were more than
20,000 teachers living in Cambodia. But 10
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years later only about 5,000 remained. After
the Khmer Rouge was driven from power, the
educational system had to be-w@eatedfrom
almost nothing. llliteracy had climbed to more
than 40 per cent, and most young people
under the age of 14 lacked any basic
education.

During the past two decades Phnom
Penh has experienced rapid growth, with its
population doubling from 1992008. This is
mostly due to the immigration of rural
Cambodians seeking employment in the
booming capital. In 1998 one in every twenty
Cambodians lived in the city of Phnom Penh,
in 2012 it was estimated to be one in ten. The
difficult living conditions in thecounty-side
are due to poverty, poor crop VYield,
continuous warfare and/or banditry in some
regions.

The increase in the urban population
leads to an increase in the population of poor
children. The resulting poverty forces many

children to work in ordeto supplement the
FILYAfteQa AyO2YSo |
in order to support its family does not have
the opportunity to attend school and gain a
valuable education. It is the opportunity to
gain an education that can give poor children
a fair am fighting chance to build a better life
for themselves. Many families are restricted
by the cost of public education, costs such as
registration fees, uniforms, supplies and
mandatory private lessons can force children
to never enrol or even drop out otkool. The
poverty rate of Cambodia lies at 53% of the
population living on less than $2 a day
(UNESCO, 2008)

The children of Cambodia are the
most vulnerable members of society, yet they
are the ones with the most opportunity. By
giving a child the oppaunity to attend school
and gain an education, you are giving them
the chance to break out of the poverty trap
and build bright a future for themselves.
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Khmer Curry

for our Students

Preparation of food

Dinner at the Centre

for the 5th Anniversary Party




































































































